The use and benefits of assistive devices and systems for the hard-of-hearing.
Assistive devices and systems for the hard-of-hearing (ADs) have been used in varying degree in Norway since the early 1970s. The impression is that these devices offer excellent assistance in addition to hearing aids. This investigation included 100 persons who were recommended devices in 1985. Of these, 81 persons, mainly elderly with sensorineural hearing loss, were visited in their homes. Most of the devices were functioning well, and the users were satisfied. There was, however, a considerable need for supplementation. The need for a system to help the hard-of-hearing to acquire ADs is stressed. Domiciliary visiting by audiologically trained personnel some time after the installation of devices is also recommended.